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Christmas comes to Zion!
Gratitude was so important to
look at these last weeks of No-
vember and | pray that all of
us will attempt to make every-
one of our days, Thanksgiving!
That verse that we memo-
rized:

“Rejoice always, pray continu-
ally, give thanks in all circum-
stances; for this is God’s will
for you in Christ Je-
sus.”

1 Thessalonians 5: 16-18

Has given me a new perspec-
tive on God’s will for our lives.
That it starts with these three
actions; Rejoice, Pray and Give
Thanks. The rest, God fills in.

| realized that this will be my
65th Christmas here on this
planet of which | remember all
but the first half dozen. | expe-
rienced the joy and excitement
of waking up Christmas morn-
ing to see what Santa had
brought. Opening all the boxes
to see if it was an item off the
list | made from the Sears wish
book or socks. | loved opening
the small gifts in my stocking
the most. Most often it was

my favorite candy, new tooth-
brush, and apple, orange and a
jar of peanut butter. | love pea-
nut butter!

The older | got; it became more
important of who | spent Christ-
mas with. My Mom, Dad and
siblings. Relatives and friends. |
met Karen and it seemed that it
suddenly enlarged to include
hers as well. Rachel and Andrew
came along and seeing Christ-
mas in their faces gives me joy
that with all this, | have so much
to be thankful for.

| wonder what Jesus and his fami-
ly did on Christmas? After all it
was Jesus’ birthday. His first one
set the bar really low that most
all of us surpass by leaps and
bounds. Wise men brought gifts,
not out of a catalogue, but gold,
frankincense and myrrh to honor
the newborn King. There was no
cake, X-box, football not even
peanut butter. Yet, he had family.
Then some friends, twelve of
them, that he spent about three
years with.
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